The Role of Hybrid Open Access in Extending Author Choice

Executive Summary
Introduction

This report presents the findings of a qualitative study consisting
of interviews with 33 authors of Gold open access (OA) articles.
The study was carried out to better understand authors’
motivations and influencing factors when selecting the Hybrid OA
option.

Three attitudes
towards OA publishing
typify the landscape

Publishing Gold OA is perceived as giving wider exposure to academic
articles. A considerable number of interviewees reported that OA
publishing allows them to reach specific audiences. These include both
researchers in other disciplines and stakeholders outside academia. We
distinguish three categories of authors in terms of their attitude to OA:
1.
2.

3.

OA supporters, who have explicit reasons to prefer Gold OA
publishing.
OA opportunists, who will only use external funds, when available,
to pay for article publication charges (APCs), because they value
the additional exposure allowed by OA.
OA apathetes, who will comply with OA mandates but have no
personal interest in it.

External funding is a
key enabler of OA
publishing

Our interviews suggest that publishing Gold OA is largely driven by, and
reliant upon, external funding. There is great resistance among authors to
the use of discretionary budgets for APC payments. A number of
interviewees indicated that they would publish OA ‘strategically’ if there
were no external funds to cover APCs. In such cases, only articles
benefitting from broader exposure would be published Gold OA. Funding
for these could, exceptionally, come from discretionary budgets.

OA options are
increasingly taken for
granted by authors

The match between the to-be-published paper and the scope and quality
of the journal are the top criteria for journal selection. OA plays a minor
role in the selection process, in part because the availability of an OA
option in Hybrid journals is taken for granted by many respondents.

Without the Hybrid
option, author choice
would be restricted

Had no OA option been available, more than half of those who published
in a Hybrid OA journal via payment of an APC would have selected another
journal.

Offsetting deals
stimulate Gold OA
publishing

Offsetting deals appear to have a stimulating effect on OA publication: for
some authors they raised awareness of OA, while for others they increased
their appetite for Gold OA publishing in the future.
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Hybrid OA journals
offer flexibility where
funding is limited

Without access to external funding to cover APCs, many authors of Gold
Hybrid articles would have chosen the subscription-only option, in order to
publish in the journal of their choice. Meanwhile, some respondents
selected a Pure Gold journal because its scope best matched that of their
article. However, the subsequent realisation that this entailed an APC
payment sometimes constituted a significant obstacle.

Authors’ awareness of
APC pricing is growing

Some authors have been publishing OA for several years, and have noted
the wide variation in APCs charged by different journals and publishers.
Increased awareness of APC pricing manifests itself in some authors calling
for greater accountability and transparency from publishers. However,
there was no indication that the level of APC charged had directly
influenced our interviewees’ choice of publication.
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